Tetraspanins in flies
The genes show very different expression patterns, but fall into three groups that are expressed in the nervous system, the gut or the epidermis. In addition to lbm, two other tetraspanins are expressed in motoneurons. Fradkin et al. engineered a deletion of these three tetraspanin genes and observed an increase in the lbm synaptic phenotype. Analysis of other fly tetraspanins is likely to provide further insights into the function and genetic redundancy of this large gene family.
